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The Lacey Family. 


BY THOMAS M, OWEN. 


The name Lacey isnot an uncommon one inthe United States. 
So far as has been ascertained families of this name, however, have no 
common origin but descend from different emigrant stocks. Some 
descend f:om a Huguenot ancestor early seated in Virginia; while oth- 
ers have a distinctively Celtic origin. Nothing is known of any Eu- 
topean ancestors. 

I. Edward Lacey emigrated from England, a farmer, and settled 
first on the Chesapeake Bay. Later he took up his abode in Shippen 
Township, Cumberland County, Pennsylvania. After his son’s re- 
moval to S. C., he followed him, and resided in Chester District, 
where presumably he lived until his death. Notwithstanding the ac- 
tive and unswerving loyalty of his son, Edward, he was an uncompro- 
mising Tory. The number of his children has not been learned, but 


the two following are definitely known: 
1 Edward Lacey, m. Jane Harper. (SEE No. 11 BELow). 
2 Reuben, who was a Tory, but of whose descendants nothing is known. 


II. Col. Edward Lacey, a soldier in the Revolution, (son of Ed- 
ward) was b. Sept., 1742, in Shippen Township, Cumberland Cc., 
Penn. Stirred by a spirit of adventure and a childish infatuation for 
a military life, he ran away from home at 13 yearsof age, and joined 
Gen. Braddock on his unfortunate campaign. Inthis he served as 4 
pack-horse rider and driver, being too young to bear arms. His ia- 
ther found him, after two years, and brought him home. There he r<- 
Adair (father of Gov. Adair, of Ky.) to Chester District, S. C. From 
him he received an excellent education. 

In 1766 he married Jane Harper, of Chester District. and s¢ttl<4 
on the head waters of Sandy river, six miles west of Chester Cour 
House. 

In 1776, when the Revolutionary War came on, he took s:¢<% 


with the Whigs, and during the whole contest he did valiant anc «=~ 


tinuous service. The events of these years can only be briefly *2=- 
marized. 








He served in Williamson’s Cherokee Campaign; and when the 
news of ihe Declaration of Independence reached them, he publicly 
read this patriotic document to the army. In 1780 he received his 
colonel’s commission. He commanded the force that defeated Huck, 
the British Captain. He was with Gen. Thomas Sumter at Rocky 
Mount, Hanging Rock, Carey’s Fort and Fishing Creek. He was in 
the critical battle of King’s Mountain, and lost his horse in the action. 
He was with Sumter again at Fish Dam Ford and Blackstocks; and 
still later at Orangeburg, Biggin Church, Quimby Bridge, and Eutaw 
Springs. In 1782 he was sent to Edisto Island, where he remained on 
duty until December of that year. 

Soon after the close of the War he was chosen Brigadier General; 
and was one of the first County Court Judges in Chester District. He 
was sent by this District to the General Assembly of S. C., where he 
served until 1793, after which he declined all further honors. 


In Oct. 1797, he resolved to remove tothe West, and with all his 
children located in Montgomery County, Tenn., where he remained 
two years, He then permanently located in Livingston County, Ky., 
near the Ohio river. Here he soun became County Judge, a post he 
filled with satisfaction. 

His death occurred in a singular manner. In crossing Deer 
creek, then flooded with back water, trom the Ohio river, he was seiz- 
ed with catalepsy, and drowned March 20, 1813. His wife survived 
him two mouths. 

In person Col. Lacey, was of commanding form and aspect. He 
was five feet and eleven inches in height, and weighed 170 pounds. 
His hair was black, his eyes dark, he had an unusually handsome 
face, and was oi strong native intellect. His Revolutionary War ser- 
vice has given him a niche in the temple of his country’s fame, and 
left his descendants a goodly heritage ‘‘more precious than fine gold."’ 
(For further particulars concerning him see Dr. M. A. Moore’s Lirk 
OF GEN. Epwarp Lacey, 1859, 8 vo: pp. 32; or Draper’s KING’s 
MOUNTAIN AND Its HEROES, pp. 463-4). 

His children were born in S. C., four of them prior to the Revo- 
lutionary War. They all removed with their father to Ky., and all 
in 1816 came to Alabama. The order below is only approximate. 
They are: 

1 William Lacey, m. Mary Sandefur (sister of William and Lowery San- 
defur below.) They came to Jefferson County, Ala., in 1816, and here 
spent the remainder of a long life. They had a number of children, 
and among them, James P. Lacey, who married Ann MelInnis (his 
third wife) and whose son, Dr. Edward Pulaski Lacey, isa prominent 
physician and surgeon at Bessemer. There are other descendants in 
Jefferson and Shelby counties. 


3 
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2 Jane, m. (1) —— Miles, and had an only dau., who m. the late Ste- 
phen P. Doss, of Pickens Co. She m. (2) Andrew McCrary, by whom 

she had Zenas McCrary. 

3 Joshua, m. Rebecca Evans, and removed to Jefferson Co., Ala., where 
they lived and died. ‘They had seven children, among them, Harriet, 
who m. Wm. McConaughay, of Montevallo. There are other descend- 
ants in Jefferson and Shelby counties. 

4 Edward, b. June 8, 1775, m. Margaret Conrad. (SEE No. m1 BELow). 





5 James, d. unm. while removing to Texas. 

6 Samuel, m, Died in Jeff. Co., prior to 1823. In the administra- 
tion proceedings his children appear to be: i. Ferdinand, ii, Nancy 
Lonisa, iii, Almarine, and iy. Julia. 

7 Robert, m. Nancy Love. (SEE No. tv BELow). 

8 Adelia, b, 1792; d. June, 1862; m. William Sandefur. Lived in Jeffer- 


son County, where she has descendants. On her tombstone in the old 
Martin cemetery below Elyton is this inscription: ‘Mrs. Adelia Sandefur, 
daughter of Col. Lacey, one of the heroes of King’s Mountain.”’ 

g Annie. m, Lowery Sandefur. Removed to Jefferson Co., thence to 
Pickens Co., Ala., and later to Holmes Co., Miss., where they have 
descendants. 

Io Unknown, 

11 Died young. 

III. Edward Lacey (son of Gen. Edward) was b. June 8,’ 1795; 
in Chester District, S. C.; removed to Ky. with his parents, thence in 
1816 to Jefferson Co. On the trip fron Ky. to Ala., about sixteen 
families came out together, being six weeks on the journey. In Jan- 
uary, 1834, he removed to Pickens Co., settling first between Carroll- 
ton and Pickensville, but later removing to the Western part of the 
County, where Samuel Lacey now lives. Asa farmer he was success- 
ful, as a citizen public spirited, as a master humane, andas a member 
of the Cumberland Presbyterian Church a faithful Christian. His wife 
was Margaret Conrad, of Ky. He died at the residence ot his son, 
Samuel W. Lacey, on July 15, 1858. He and wife are buried at Pine 
Grove Church. 

Children: 


1 Catharine Lacey, b. Dec. 20, 1804, in Livingston Co., Ky.; m. (1) Ja- 
cob Warren Brooks,—issue: only one child—Eliza Brooks, b. Jan. 4, 
1822, m (1) Gershom Kelly; (2) Col. L. M. Stone, of Carrollton. 
After the death of Mr. Brooks, his widow m. (2) Col. Thomas Wil- 
liamis,—issue: Gershom Kelly Williams, who m. Buena Vista Mustin, of 
Carrollton, 

5 Jane Harper, m. Sept. 13, 1825, in Jeff. Co., Washington G. L. Morris; 
removed to Tex., and both died; descendants in Dallas and Hillsboro. 

3 Melissa, b. 1810; d. July 7, 1879, in Mayfield, Ky.;m. (1) John F. Na- 
bers, a prominent citizen of Pickens Co., and had i. Fannie, m. Wm. 
Travis; ii. Jack, d. unm, in Civil War; iii. Edward, killed at the Uni- 
versity of Alabama; iv. Melissa, m. Robert ‘T, Johnston, Jr., and went to 
Mayfield, Ky. After Mr. Nabers’ death, she married (2) William 
Dunham, a Carrollton merchant.—no issue. 


1579412 


4 Zanetta, m. Lewis Greene: lived near Columbns, Miss. 

5 Mary, m. Thomas Lewis; lived in Monroe Co., Miss.: descendants. 

6 Samuel W., m. (1) Rebecca Taggart; (2) Sarah ; (3) Adaline Ed 
dins. He lived at his father’s old place, and his son, Samuel Lacey, 
by the first wife, now lives there. 

7 Edward, d. unm. at Vicksburg, Miss., a prisoner of War. 

IV. Robert Lacey (son of Gen. Edward) went to Ky., with his 
parents, thence in the fall of 1816 to Jefferson County, where in the 
early years of the Co., he was one ot the Justices of the Quorum. La- 
ter he removed to Pickens Co., his home being on the Carrollton and 
Columbus road, near the State line. He was a substantial farmer; 
and a slave owner. His wife was Nancy Love. Both are buried at 
Zion church yard on the above named road. 

Children: 

1 Franklin Lacey, m. Nancy Nash; several children: went to Texas. 

2 Eliza, m. Thomas Lewis; no issue. He 1m. (2) her cousin, Mary, daut. 
of Maj. Edward Lacey. 

3 James, m. Sophia Davis, in Pickens Co,; several children: removed to 





Sunflower Co., Miss. , 
4 Mary, m. ——~ O'Neal; no issue. They lived in Pickensville. He m. a 
2d time. 


CARROLLTON, ALABAMA, 1900. 


